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For immediate release: 
 

 
Stop the Zorra Dump Campaign Focuses on Walker’s Misinformation 

and Lack of Consultation in Zorra. 

 
Walker calls their proposed dump site the “Southwest Landfill”, burying the fact that it will be in Zorra 

Township – where Walker has held no public meetings, no mailings, and doesn’t have an office. 
 

April 28, 2020 --- ZORRA ONTARIO --- So obvious as to be overlooked in Walker Industries’ 226-page 
draft environmental assessment plan for its proposed industrial landfill site is that the title of the 
document is Southwest Landfill Environmental Assessment. It’s on the front page and every page that 
follows it. The name of its proposed host community, Zorra Township, is not mentioned until page 80 
where the report states “the landfill is to be located on a portion of Carmeuse’s landholding at its 
Beachville Quarry Operations in the Township of Zorra, Oxford County.” For the community group 
organized specifically to stop the dump, Walker’s decision to brand its project as the Southwest Landfill 
may mislead the residents and businesses of Zorra Township, to the point they won’t object to the 
dump proposal going forward. 
 
“We can’t say if Walker’s decision to brand the dump as the Southwest Landfill is deliberate or a careless 
error,” said Bryan Smith, Chair of Oxford People Against the Landfill (OPAL). “The choice of name either 
speaks to a strategy of trying to hide its proposal from the taxpayers of Zorra, or it’s just one of many 
facts in the proposal that are flat out incorrect.”  
 
Smith said, “Do they mean Southwest GTA, as in Etobicoke, or Burlington? Do they mean Southwest 
Ontario? That would mean anywhere from Welland to Windsor to Kincardine. Do they mean Southwest 
Oxford? No, because they want their dump to be in Southeast Zorra.” 
 
After requests from the mayors of Zorra, Ingersoll, and Southwest Oxford, Walker postponed its first 
Open House to review its draft plan. This was required to comply with the physical distancing directions 
of the Ontario Government. The event was scheduled to be held on March 25th at the Beachville 
Columbo Club.  
 
OPAL is ramping up a campaign to inform everyone in Zorra what Walker is proposing to do. The 
organization has created a website www.stopthezorradump.ca, produced lawn signs, and will be 
sending out a mailer to every home and business in the community.  
 
Doug Thomas, a local business owner and chair of the Zorra Committe said, “Walker expects Zorra to be 
the host community, yet they have not done anything to inform us or even request our input. We can’t 
let that happen.” 
 
 

more …  

http://www.stopthezorradump.ca/
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OPAL cites several points in the draft plan that it believes is indicative of Walker’s strategy to confuse 
people: 

• Walker refers to the location as Beachville Appendix-I-6 Public Events & Materials, ignoring that 
Beachville is actually part of Southwest Oxford. 

• Walker does not identify residents or businesses in Zorra as stakeholders, only people living with 
1 km of the site EA Document Appendix 1-5 Stakeholder List. 

• Walker claims to have held consultations with 12 Indigenous communities but held none in its 
proposed host community. 

• Walker’s office to manage the project is in Ingersoll, not Zorra Township. 

• It was not until a year ago that Walker made any mention of Zorra in its media communications. 
That is seven years after first proposed EA Document Appendix 1-3 Media Articles. 

 
Smith said, “Walker has refused to do any public polling, anywhere, including Zorra,stating time and 
time again that it prefers the robust conversation possible at public meetings. Apparently, it wishes to 
avoid such conversations in Zorra.” 
 
“We need our town council to step up and push for more consultation,” said Thomas. “We recognize 
that Zorra Township is most focused on pandemic needs, but we can’t let Walker continue to 
purposefully ignore the people of Zorra. If approving the dump ever comes to a vote at Town Council, 
then our elected officials will need to know what its taxpayers think.” 
 
Smith said, “Walker simply doesn’t respect the input of the community. Its consultation process has 
been flawed from the outset.” 
 
-end- 
 
For more information, see www.OPALAlliance.ca or www.stopthezorradump.ca, or email 
bryasmit@oxford.net 
 
For lawn signs, please send your name, street address and postal code to bryasmit@oxford.net Contact-
free delivery will follow.  
 
 

https://www.walkerea.com/en/documents/resources/EA-Documents/Appendix-I-6-Public-Event-and-Presentation-Materials.pdf
https://www.walkerea.com/en/documents/resources/EA-Documents/Appendix-I-5-Stakeholder-List.pdf
https://www.walkerea.com/en/documents/resources/EA-Documents/Appendix-I-3-Media-Articles.pdf
http://www.opalalliance.ca/
http://www.stopthezorradump.ca/
mailto:bryasmit@oxford.net

